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This RECOMMENDED LIST OF NATIVE PLANTS FOR LANDSCAPING IN THE
SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS (Copyright 1991) is the result of a year-
long effort by the Education Committee of the Los Angeles-Santa
Monica Mountains Chapter of the California Native Plant Society.
It is meant to supersede all draft copies of recommended native
plant species issued in the past by members of our chapter.

Recognizing that clear guidelines are essential in landscaping
near native plant communities, we have simplified the scientific
descriptions of native plant habitats to emphasize 1location,
moisture requirements and types of plants (trees, shrubs, bulbs,
etc.).

We ‘hope public agencies, developers and landscapers will
consider seriously the section on PLANNING FOR SUCCESS. Many of
our native plant communities are being displaced by invasive non-
native vegetation or are simply being bulldozed out of existence.

There is a tremendous need for commercial nurseries to raise
native plants, instead of depending on collection of wild seeds, to
acquire more information on how to increase the rate of germination
or survival of native plants used in landscaping and to provide a
greater range of types of native plants.

Some of the plants on our recommended list may not be readily
available from commercial nurseries, due to the prolonged drought
or to lack of demand. This publication is expected to evolve as we
receive comments from those who use it and as landscaping with
native plants evolves.

Much of the beauty of the Santa Monica Mountains lies in the
diversity of its native plant communities: the vistas overlooking
slopes of chaparral shrubs or fragrant sage, deep canyons hidden
beneath the crowns of oak, bay laurel and sycamore, or, on a walk,
the unexpected flash of color perhaps from lupines hidden in tall
grass, dudleyas glowing on rock ledges or orange umbrellas of six-
foot Humboldt lilies nodding by wooded streams. We cannot afford to
lose this heritage.

The California Native Plant Society, Los Angeles-Santa Monica
Mountains Chapter, appreciates your cooperation in using this list

and in providing comments and suggestions for future revisions.
Please send all correspondence to 3908 Mandeville Canyon, Los

Angeles, CA 90049. Thank you.

DEDICATED TO THE PRESERVATION OF CALIFORNIA NATIVE FLORA



INTRODUCTION TO NOVEMBER 1, 1993, EDITION

This edition of the RECOMMENDED LIST OF NATIVE PLANTS
FOR LANDSCAPING IN THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS incorporates
changes and suggestions sent to us over the past year and a
half. Many thanks to all of you who responded.

Due to the recent wildfires in Malibu and Topanga, we
were deluged with requests for "fire-resistant® plants.
Melanie Baer Keeley offered us a list compiled by the
Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native
Plants, Inc. We have marked with an asterisk those plants
from the list that are considered low-growing, succulent
and/or fire-resistant and are native to the Santa Monica
Mountains. Since the 1list did not include trees, ferns or
grasses we marked with an asterisk native trees of known
fire resistance. We have no information at the present time
on the fire resistance of ferns and grasses.

All plants will burn eventually, if the fire is hot
enough. Unfortunately, the style of landscaping which tends
to plant such highly flammable ornamental (non-native) trees
as eucalyptus, pepper trees and pines close to houses often
causes more damage during wildfires than healthy native
habitat. Native plants usually receive the public blame
when houses burn, even though native plants and clearance of
brush around homes are more closely requlated (than
ornamental plantings) by both cities and the County.

The latest CNPS policy statement (November, 1993)
strongly recommends against the use of ryegrass seeding
after wildfires. Scientific studies have shown that rye
grass 1is not very effective in erosion control and inhibits
the germination and recovery of native plants. It also
provides a dry thatch build-up to fuel future wildfires.

Please continue to send your suggestions and comments
to "Recommended List", 3908 Mandeville Canyon, Los Angeles,
CA 90049. Thank you.

Betsey Landis
Education Committee
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INTRODUCTION

Urbanization in the Santa Monica Mountains has caused the loss or degradation of
major portions of the native habitat and the loss of native plant seed banks through
massive grading and removal of topsoil. Groundcovers and fast-growing trees,
originally from other continents, commonly used in landscaping here, have invaded and
seriously damaged native plant communities adjacent to these developments.
Rerouting of natural drainages into concrete channels has caused severe deterioration

in surrounding ecosystems.

The natural beauty that first attracted humans to these mountains is a tremendous
treasure of native flora and fauna to be shared, not just by present residents, but by
future generations of southern Californians. Therefore, the Los Angeles - Santa Monica
Mountains Chapter of the California Native Plant Society is providing the following
~information to aid developers and landscapers in making wise use of commercially

available native plants.

This list of native plants is primarily for landscaping in buffer zones (as defined by
local planning agencies), in areas next to undisturbed natural habitats, or for native
plant restoration. For landscaping far from natural areas, a greater variety of non-local
native plants, or native hybrids, can be used, since there is less chance this vegetation

will displace or intermix with native populations.
Appended to the native plant recommendations is a directory of some nurseries

carrying native plants, a listing of highly invasive, non-native plants to be avoided, and a

list of references.
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PLANNING FOR SUCCESS

The responsibilities of developers and landscapers working with native plants in the
Santa Monica Mountains are: '

1. To determine the type of native plant community previously on the property, based
on the definitions of vegetative communities in FLORA OF THE SANTA MONICA

MOUNTAINS, CALIFORNIA by Raven, Thompson and Prigge, Southern California
Botanists Special Publication No. 2, Second Edition, June 1986.

2. To preserve, if possible, the native seed bank and mycorrhizal environment by saving
the top soil from the property, before development.

3. To take cuttings and gather seeds for propagation from native plants on the property
before development begins, in order to preserve as much of the resident native plant
community as possible. (NOTE: After collecting seeds and cuttings at the optimal time
for plant propagation, contract growers will require from six months to one year to

produce a one-gallon size replacement plant.)

4. To remove weeds and invasives (eucalyptus, oleander, bamboo, pampas grass,
iceplant, ailanthus, castor bean, milk thistle, horehound, etc.) before landscaping.

5. To eliminate the use of any groundcover in the landscaping (red apple, vinca, ivy,
etc.) that will rapidly choke neighboring native habitat.

6. To avoid the use of nursery-derived hybrids of native plants or non-native plants,
especially those on the attached list of highly invasive plants.

7. To ensure the native plantings are properly established.

8. To use this list of recommended plants as a general guide only, tailoring the
landscaping to the specific environment of the property, if necessary, in consuitation

with native plant experts.

CAUTION: if a rare or endangered species of plant, animal, pollinator, etc. has been
reported in or near the property, special care should be taken to plant only natives
compatible with the natural ecosystems sustaining the rarities. Natural drainages in the
area should be protected as much as possibie.
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PLANT LIST

The plants that are listed meet these requirements:

1. They are native to the Santa Monica Mountains.

2. They are not nursery-produced hybrids. -

3. In general, they are suitable for the areas noted in the list.
4. They are available from native plant nurseries.

For the convenience of the landscaper, the native plants are divided into groups: trees,
shrubs, perennials, annuals, bulbs, ferns, grasses and vines. The columns denote what
habitat area(s) the plant prefers. These habitat areas are defined as:

1. COAST: Most of the commercially available plants listed in this category belong to
coastal sage scrub, although coastal strand and sait marsh communities are included.
Coastal sage scrub occupies the west-facing slopes above the beaches and, further
inland, west-facing slopes in full sun and burned-over or disturbed areas, with little
moisture. The plants vary from annuals, perennials and bulbs to fragrant low-growing
shrubs and a few small trees.

2. CHAPARRAL: This is a highly variable community consisting of small trees, tall
shrubs and a few large trees such as coast live oak and California walnut, with a rich
understory of annuals, perennials and bulbs. Chaparral occurs on east- or south-facing
slopes, with a small to medium amount of moisture. Chaparral habitat is defined here as
open canopy hard chaparral. Dense stands of one or two kinds of chaparral shrubs
have little or no understory plants.

3. RIPARIAN/NORTH-FACING SLOPES: Plants in this category require more
moisture, from stream banks to deep damp shade. The habitat includes tall trees
(sycamore, oaks, cottonwood, bay laurel, alder, etc.) as well as a number of handsome
small trees and large shrubs (hollyleaf cherry, cofteeberry, toyon, etc.). The understory
contains a wealth of ferns, berries and flowers.

4. OAK WOODLAND: Usually found in broad valleys or softly rolling hills are
woodlands where coast live oak or valley oak predominate. Because the woodland can
be very open, or shaded almost completely by more closely growing oaks, the
understory may vary from grasses and associated flowers to a mixture of chaparral and
shade-loving plants, requiring a small to medium amount of moisture. Mature oaks
have huge crowns, necessitating a large amount of space in any landscape design.
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USING THIS GUIDE

The following pages list only a small sample of the plants native to the Santa Monica
Mountains. To decide whether other native plants are also suitable, the standard
reference is FLORA OF THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS, CALIFORNIA by Raven,
Thompson and Prigge, Southern California Botanists Special Publication No. 2.
(NOTE: This reference includes non-native plants living in the Santa Monica Mountains
for purposes of identification.) '

We recommend: 1) that wildflower mixes not be used, since most commercial mixes
contain flower seeds from different habitats, even different regions, and 2) that
perennial grasses be planted instead of annual grasses, where possible, since annual

grasses represent a greater fire hazard.

Three appendices can be found following the recdmme_nded list of plants. Appendix A
lists non-native plants which are invasive in the Santa Monica Mountains; Appendix B
lists nurseries carrying native plant material suitable for planting in the Santa Monica
Mountains; and Appendix C is a list of references.
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NATIVE PLANTS FOR LANDSCAPING IN THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS

Riparian Oak
Coast Chaparral N. Slope Woodland
TREES
Acer macrophyflum Bigleai Maple X
Alnus rhombifolia California Alder X
Fraxinus dipetala Flowering Ash X
Fraxinus velutina Arizona Ash X
# {Heteromeles arbutifolia Toyon or California Holly X X X X
W |Juglans californica Califomia Walnut X X
Juniperus californica Califomia Juniper X X
# | Platanus racemosa Califomia Sycamore X
Populus fremontii Fremont Cottonwood X
Populus trichocarpa Black Cottonwood X
% |Quercus agrifolia Coast Live Oak X X X X
% | Quercus Jobata Valley Oak X
Salix lagvigata Reod Willow X
Sambucus mexicana Mexican Elderberry X X X X
% | Umbellularia californica Califomia Bay X

% _These plants are considered fire resistant either
because they are under eighteen inches tall and succulent or
because they are of known fire resistance. The trees are of
known fire resistance. The other fire-resistant or succulent
plants marked with an asterisk were taken from a list compiled
by the Theodore Payne Foundation for Wild Flowers and Native
Plants, Inc., a non-profit foundation. Other plants may also
be fire resistant, but we have no information on them at the

present time.
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NATIVE PLANTS FOR LANDSCAPING IN THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS

Riparian Qak
Coast Chaparral N. Slope Woodland

SHRUBS

Adenostoma fasciculatum Chamise X X X

Adsnostoma sparsifolium Red Shank X

Amorpha californica False Indigo X X

Arctostaphylos glandulosa Eastwood Manzanita X

Arctostaphylos glauca Big Berry Manzanita X

Artemisia califomica California Sagsbrush X X X

Atriplex lentiformis ssp. breweri Quail Bush X

Baccharis pilularis consanguinea Coyote Brush X X

Baccharis salicifolia Mule Fat X X X X

Brickellia californica Brickel Bush X X

Ceanoathus crassifolius Hoary-leaf Ceanothus X

Ceanothus cuneatus Buckbrush X

Ceanothus leucodermis Whitebark Ceanothus X

Ceanothus megacarpus X

Ceanothus oliganthus Hairy-leat Ceanothus X

Ceanothus spinosus Greenbark Ceanothus X X

Cercocarpus bstuloides Mountain Mahogony X X

Comarostaphylis diversifolia ssp. planifolia |Summer Holly X X

Cornus glabrata Smooth Dogwood X

Dendromecon rigida Bush Poppy X

Diplacus (=Mimulus) longifiorus Southermn Bush Monkey Flower X X X X

Eriodictyon crassifolium Yerba Santa X X

Eriogonurm cinsreum Ashyleaf Buckwheat X

Eriogonum fasciculatum Califomia Buckwheat X X X

Eriogonum parvifolium Seacliff Buckwheat X

Garrya veatchii Silktassel Bush X X

Haplopappus squarosus Common Hazardia, Goldenbush X X

Hatoromeles arbutifolia Toyon X X X X

Holodiscus discolor var. franciscana Cream Bush X

Isomeris arborea Bladder-Pod X X

Lonicera hispidula California Honeysuckle X X

Lonicera subspicata ssp. Johnstonii Wild Honeysuckle X

Mahonia pinnata Barberry X

Malacothamnus fasciculatus Bush Mallow X X

Malosma laurina Laurel Sumac X X X X

Myrica califomica Wax Myrtle X X

Opuntia littoralis Coastal Prickly Pear X

Pickeringia montana Chaparal Pea X

Prunus ilicifolia Holly-leat Cherry X X X
R |Qusrcus dumosa Scrub Oak X X
#® | Quercus wislizenii Interior Live Oak X

Rhamnus californica Califomnia Coffeeberry X X X

Rhamnus crocea Redberry X X X

Rhamnus ilicifolia Hollyleat Redberry X X

Rhus integrifolia Lemonade Berry X X

Rhus ovata Sugar Bush X X

Rhus trilobata Squaw Bush X X X

Ribes aursum Golden Currant X X

Ribes californicum Hillside Currant X X X

Aibes malvaceum Chaparral Currant X X

Ribes speciosum Fuchsia-flowering Gooseberry X X X

Rosa californica Wild Rose X X

Salix lasiolepis Arroyo Willow X

Salvia apiana White Sage X X X

Salvia lsucophylla Purple Sage X

Salvia mellifora Black Sage X X X

Symphoricarpus mollis Snowberry X X X
CNPS October 4, 1994

Page 6



% & %%

o

ok W %

w % &

'Y

NATIVE PLANTS FOR LANDSCAPING IN THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS

Riparian Qak

Coast Chaparral N. Slope Woodland
PERENNIALS
Abronia umbeliata Sand Verbena X
Achillea millefolium Yarrow X X X
Anemopsis californica Yerba Mansa X
Antirrhinurn multifiorum Many Flowered Snapdragon X X
Asclepias eriocarpa Indian Milkweed X X
Asclepias fascicularis Narrow-Leaf Mitkweed X X
Astragalus trichopodus Locoweed X X
Camissonia cheiranthifolia Dune Primrose X
Castilleja affinis Indian Paintbrush X X
Corsopsis gigantea Tree Coreopsis X
Croton californicus Califomia Croton X
Delphiniurm cardinale Scarlet Larkspur X X
Dslphinium parryi Blue Larkspur X X X
Delphinium patens Blue Larkspur X X
Dicentra ochroleuca Silver Ear Drops X X
Dodscatheon clsvelandii Shooting Star X X
Dudleya cymosa Lax Dudleya X X X X
Dudleya lanceolata Lance Live Forever X X X X
Dudleya pulverulenta Chalk Dudleya X X X X
Encelia californica Califomnia Bush Suntlower X X
Eriogonum crocatum Conejo Buckwheat X
Eriogonum slongatum Wand Buckwheat X X X
Erfiogonum wrightii var. membranaceum | Spreading Buckwheat X
Eriophyllum confartiflorum Golden Yarrow X X
Eschscholzia californica Califoria Poppy X X
Gnaphalium bicolor Two-tone Everlasting X X
Gnaphalium californicum California Evertasting X X X
Grindslia robusta Gum Plant X X X
Haplopappus venstus Coastal Isccoma X X
Helianthus gracilentus Dwarf Sunflower X
Keckislla (=Penstarnon) cordifolia Climbing Penstermon X X X
Lepechinia fragrans White Pitcher Sage X
Leptodactylon californicum Prickly Phlox X
Lithophragma affine Woodland Star X
Lotus scoparius Deer Weed X X
Lupinus longiflorus Bush Lupine X X X
Mimulus cardinalis Scarlet Monkey Flower X
Mimulus guttatus Yellow Monkey Flowsr X
Mirabilis califomica Wild Four O'Clock X X
Qenothera hookeri Evening Primrose X X X
Pasania californica Califomia Peony X
Penstemon centranthifolius Scarlet Bugler X X
Panstermon heterophylius Foothill Penstermon X X X
Penstermon spectabilis Royal Penstemon X X
Potentilla glandulosa Sticky Cinquseloil X X X X

(continued)
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NATIVE PLANTS FOR LANDSCAPING IN THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS

Riparian Qak
Coast Chaparral N. Slope Woodland
PERENNIALS (continued)
¥ |Salvia spathacea Hurmmingbird Sage X X X
X |Satureja douglasii Yerba Buena X X X X
Saxifraga californica Califomia Saxifrage X
‘| Scrophularia californica Califomia Figwort X X X X
| Scutellaria tubsrosa Skull Cap X X
Sidalcea malvaeflora Common Checkerbloom X
o | Silene laciniata Indian Pink X X
# |Sisyrinchium bellurm Blue-Eyed Grass X X
*® |Solanum xanti Purple Nightshade X X X X
' Stachys bullata Hedge Nettle X X
% | Stanleya pinnata Prince's Plume X X
# | Thalictrum polycarpum Meadow Rue X X X
Trichosterna lanatum Woolly Blue Curls X X
Venegasia carpesioides Canyon Sunflower X X
Viola pedunculata Johnny Jump Up X X
# | Yucca whipplei Our Lord's Candle X X
% | Zauschneria californica Calitomia Fuchsia X X X
4 | Zauschneria (=Epilobium) cana Narrow Leaf California Fuchsia X X
ANNUALS
Calandrinia ciliata menziesii Red Maids X X X
Clarkia bottae X X X
Clarkia unguiculata Elegant Clarkia X X
Collinsia heterophyila Chinese Houses X X
# [Erysimum capitatum Douglas Wallflower X X
Eschscholzia caespitosa Collarless Poppy X X X
Eschscholzia califomnica Califomia Poppy X X X
Gilia capitata Globe Gilia X X
Lasthenia chrysostomna Gold Fields X X X
Layia platyglossa campestris Tidy Tips X X X
¥ |Lupinus succulentus Succulent Lupine X X X
Nemophila menziesii Baby Blue Eyes X X X
Nicotiana bigelovii Indian Tobacco X X
Orthocarpus densiflorus Owlis Clover X X
Orthocarpus purpurascens Owl's Clover X X X
Phacslia minor Wild Canterbury Bells X X
Phacelia parryi Parry's Phacelia X X
Platystemon californicum Cream Cups X X
Salvia columbariae Chia X X X
BULBS
Bloomernia crocea Golden Stars X X X
Brodiasa (Dichelosternma) puichslla Blue Dicks X X X
Calochortus albus White Globe Lily X X
Calochortus catalinae Catalina Mariposa Lily X X X
Calochortus clavatus Yollow Mariposa X X X
Lilium humbolidtii Humboldt Lily X
Zigadenus fremontii Star Lily X X X
CNPS October 4, 1994
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NATIVE PLANTS FOR LANDSCAPING IN THE SANTA MONICA MOUNTAINS

Riparian Qak

Coast Chaparral N. Slope Woodland

FERNS

Adiantum capillus-veneris Venus Hair Fem X

Adiantum jordani Califomia Maiden Hair Fem X X

Dryopteris arguia Downy Wood Femn X X

Pellasa andromedaefolia Coffee Fem X X

Psllasa mucronata Bird's Foot Femn X X X

Pityrogramma triangularis Goldback Fern X X X X

Polypodium californicum California Polypody X X X X

Pteridium aquilinum Brackenfem X

Woodwardia fimbriata Chain Fem X

PERENNIAL GRASSES

Agropyron parishii Wheat Grass X

Agrostis diegoensii San Diego Bent Grass X X X

Agrostis exarata Bentgrass X

Andropogon glomeratus Beard Grass X

Bothriochloa barbinodis Plumed Beard Grass X

Bromus carinatus California Brome X X X

Bromus pseudolaevipes Woodland Brome X

Distichlis spicata Salt Grass X

Elymus condensatus Giant Wild Rye X X X

Elymus glaucus Waestern Rye Grass X X X.

Elymus triticoides Creeping Wild Rye X

Festuca elmeri Elmer's Fescue

Hordeum califormcum Meadow Barley X

Juncus patens Rush X

Kosleria macrantha June Grass

Melica imperfacta Chaparral Melica X X X

Muhlenbergia aspsnifolia Scratch Grass

Muhlenbergia rigens Showy Deer Grass X

Phragmites australis Common Reed X

Poa scabrella Malpais Bluegrass X

Sitanion jubata Squirreltail

Stipa coronata Porcupine Grass X X

Stipa cernua Spear Grass X X X

Stipa lepida Needlegrass X X X

Stipa pulchra Purple Needlegrass X X X

VINES

Calystegia macrostegia Merning Glory X X

Clemats lasiantha Virgin's Bower X

Clematis ligusticifolia Westem Virgin's Bower X X

Lathyrus laetiflorus Wild Sweet Pea X X X
# |Lonicera hispidula Calitornia Honeysuckle X X

Vitis girdiana Wild Grape X
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